
Most dairy farmers live and work on their farms and care about protecting the land, water and air for their 
families, surrounding communities and future generations. Environmental practices on dairy farms are regulated 
by both federal and state agencies. While requirements vary from state to state, most dairy farmers consistently 
meet or exceed these regulations. 

Beyond following current environmental regulations, today’s dairy farmers are focused on sustainable 
agricultural practices to ensure their farms continue to meet consumer demand for quality products with ever 
shrinking environmental resources. Due to innovative practices in cow comfort, improved feed and genetics, 
and modern barn design, Producing one gallon of milk creates a 19% smaller carbon footprint (and involves 
30% less water and 21% less land) than it did 10 years ago.³ 
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Water recycling is a standard practice on today’s dairy 
farms, and farmers reuse water in many ways through 

  

the milk in a separate stainless steel pipe, some of the 
heat transfers from the milk to the water. This water 
is collected and used as drinking water for cows. This 
approach reduces energy use.

parlors and in manure management and storage. For 

 

  Most water used to produce dairy goes to growing crops 

 

  Grow crops that need less water

  Import feeds such as alfalfa hay from areas where water 
is not an issue

 

 
 

resulting in reduced ground water 
needed to grow crops.3
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MANURE MANAGEMENT 

  Manure contains many nutrients, including nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potassium, which make it an ideal natural 

contaminate ground water.  

needs. Agronomists, or soil consultants, can help make 
that determination.

  New methane digester technology on some dairies 

  After the manure is collected a methane digester heats 

  Larger farms with this technology may generate more 
than enough electricity to run their operations, and 

company who use it within local communities.

WATER QUALITY

Clean water is important to 
consumers and farmers. Farmers 
protect the water on and near 
their farms through methods 

manure from their operations. 
Federal, state and local laws 
are in place to regulate manure 
application and protect ground water from contamination. 

their irrigation systems and manure storage facilities.

include rain gutters and downspouts.

keeping it out of clean waterways. 

  Drainage systems are monitored during manure 
application to ensure clean water is not contaminated. 

  Common practices used to collect runoff include settling 

rate of runoff and trap the manure. 

Dairy in the U.S. contributes only 2 percent of greenhouse  
gas (GHG); total agriculture contributes 9 percent of GHG  
in the U.S.2 The dairy community is working to achieve 

water quality by 2050.

PEST MANAGEMENT

their animals, workers, families and communities.  

related to the use of these products.

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) 

DAIRY FARM EXPANSION

dairy farms are family owned and operated.


